
Underlying Assumptions Supporting the Blueprint include: 
 
 

• When work is coordinated across agencies and within agencies, the overall 
capacity to protect is increased. 
 
• The action of one practitioner is strengthened by the cumulative effect of 
coordinated actions across the criminal justice system. 
 
• When the system is organized to treat a case as part of an ongoing pattern of 
criminal activity rather than a singular event, outcomes improve. 
 
• Interagency coordination is strengthened when information is organized around 
common risk markers that are uniformly collected and shared. Not all domestic 
violence is the same. Interventions for cases where coercion, intimidation and 
control create the context for violent acts are different then when this context is 
absent (e.g. cases of mental illness, isolated events, victims of abuse reacting). 
 
• Sending clear and consistent messages of offender accountability and victim 
safety can reduce the violence 
 
• Not all domestic violence is the same; interventions differ when coercion, 
intimidation, and control create the context for violent acts. 
 
• Whenever possible we must shift the burden of confrontation from the victim to 
the intervening practitioner. 
 
• Danger and repeat violence from the perpetrator can be anticipated when certain 
actions and behaviors are visible. 
 
• It is important for every act of aggression by the offender to be met with sure and 
swift consequences. 
 
• Intervention policies and protocols should be adapted to diminish unintended 
consequences that adversely affect marginalized populations 


